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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 February 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Election/Restrictions 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 34, 37, 39, 41, 44-49, 53, 57-59, 61, 65, 67 and 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Polkinghornc (US 6,364,247) in view of Hansen (US 
5,464,143). 

Polkinghorne discloses a guide element of a web processing machine comprising: 

a rigid load bearing support 146 of an at least partially fluid-permeable 154 support 
material having a circumferential surface; 

a layer of a micro-porous, air permeable material 130 covering the circumferential 
surface of the rigid load bearing support 146; 

a plurality of micro-openings 140 in the micro-porous material, the micro-openings being 
open pores forming in the micro-porous material, the plurality of micro-openings being adapted 
to allow emergence of a fluid under pressure from the fluid support material and around an at 
least a portion of the circumferential surface of at least one longitudinal section of the guide 
element (col. 3 11. 64-col. 4 11. 12). 

Hansen teaches guide element 10 and means supporting the guide element 1 for 
positioning in a selected one of two angular positions in respect to a web contacting the guide 
element (Fig. 2). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the means supporting the guide element of Polkinghorne to include 
supporting means to allow the guide to pivot in two angular positions as suggested by Hansen, to 
direct a moving web in the desired direction. 

In regard to claim 37, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen teaches both of the positions 
(Hansen) of the guide element fluid exits from the micro-sections over an entire circumference 
(col. 6 11. 1-1 1) of the guide element in at least one longitudinal section. 

In regard to claim 39, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen teaches the guide element is 
pivotable through 90 and wherein in the first angular position a first half-shell-like half of a 
surface area is engaged by the web, and in the second angular position a second half-shell-like 
half of the surface area is engaged by the web (Hansen). 

In regard to claim 41, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen teaches the pores have a 
mean diameter between 5 um and 50 u.m (Polkinghorne, col. 3 11. 64-col. 4 11. 12). 

In regard to claim 44, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen teaches the support has, on a 
side facing the layer, a support surface connected with the layer, and a plurality of openings 154 
adapted to feed the fluid to the layer 132 (Polkinghorne). 

In regard to claims 45 and 69, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen teaches the layer has 
a thickness of less than 1 mm (Polkinghorne, col. 3 11. 64-col. 4 11. 12). 

In regard to claim 47, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen teaches the support is a 
support tube 146 with a hollow profile. 
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In regard to claim 49, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen teaches a degree of opening 
of the micro-openings is between 3% and 30% of an outer surface area of the layer of porous 
material. 

In regard to claims 53, 57, 58 and 67, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen teaches 
between 1 to 20 standard cubic meters of air per hour emerges from a square meter of the surface 
and the porous material is charged from the interior with an excess pressure of more than 4 bar 
(Polkinghorne, col. 3 11. 64-col. 4 11. 12). 

In regard to claim 59, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen teaches a feed line 150 
adapted to supply fluid to the guide clement and having an inner cross-sectioned area no greater 
than 100 mm 2 - 

In regard to claim 46, the examiner takes official notice that a plurality of passages, 
which are not connected with each other, extending over a length and width of the support would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art the time the invention was made to 
more accurately direct the fluid under pressure. 

With respect to claims 48, 61 and 63, Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen does not teach 
specific values for the thickness of the support wall, the outer diameter of the guided element or 
the length of the guide element. However, one of ordinary skill in the art is expected to routinely 
experiment with the parameters, especially when the specifics are not disclosed, so as to 
ascertain the optimum or workable ranges for a particular use. Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious through routine experimentation and optimization, for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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have a thickness of at least 3mm, a diameter between 60 mm and 100 mm and a length of at least 
1200 mm depending on the application of the guide element. 



Claims 42 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen as applied to claim 34 above, and further in view of JP- 
53102. 

JP-07053 102 teaches a turning bar having a porous material made of sinter metal. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the porous material of Polkinghorne as modified by Hansen to include sinter 
metal as suggested by JP-53 102, because the simple substitution of one known element for 
another would have yielded predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 34, 37, 39, 41-49, 53, 57-59, 61, 65, 67 and 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The limitations i.e. 
at least a potion of said circumferential surface, necessitated the new grounds of rejection. 
Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EVAN H. LANGDON whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6948. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Evan H Langdon 
Primary Examiner 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3654 



